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Celebrating



Celebrating 50 years of Royston Pike 
lectures in 2024! 
This season, all the lectures will be held at Riverhouse  
Barn Arts Centre, Manor Road, Walton-on-Thames KT12 2PF 
and start at 7.30pm on the dates shown in this programme.

Tickets are £3 per person and will be available on the door.  
They can also be booked online at riverhousebarn.co.uk.  
Use the ‘What’s On Link’ to the event calendar.

For further information, please call Leisure, Cultural and 
Environmental Services on 01372 474 568 or email  
arts@elmbridge.gov.uk.

The Real Heroes of Telemark

For the BBC production, ‘The Real Heroes of Telemark’, Martin 
Pailthorpe spent several weeks in arctic conditions telling, with 
bushcraft expert Ray Mears, the true story of the men behind the raid 
on a Norwegian factory that was crucial to Hitler’s plan to build an 
atomic bomb. Without their daring and intimate knowledge of how to 
survive in the harshest of conditions, the war might have had a very 
different outcome. Their adventure got the Hollywood treatment with 
Kirk Douglas in 1965, but the real story is even more extraordinary.

Martin Pailthorpe spent 35 years travelling the world as a freelance 
TV producer bringing home stories of wildlife, history and adventure 
for broadcasters such as the BBC, Discovery Channel and National 
Geographic. This will be Martin’s second appearance at the Royston 
Pike lectures.

Martin Pailthorpe
Thursday 14 September 2023
7.30pm
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Remembrance Day: The Commonwealth 
War Grave Commission in Elmbridge

Royston Pike marks Remembrance Day with a presentation from 
Graham Grist of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
(CWGC). Founded by Royal Charter in 1917, the CWGC works on 
behalf of the Governments of Australia, Canada, India, New Zealand, 
South Africa and the United Kingdom to commemorate the 1.7 million 
men and women from the Commonwealth who lost their lives in the two 
World Wars. Graham will describe some of the cemeteries, memorials, 
graves, landscapes, and records found at 23,000 locations, including 
locally here in Elmbridge, that help keep alive the stories of the fallen. 

Graham Grist is a retired Civil Servant living in Walton on Thames who 
joined the Commonwealth War Graves Commission as a volunteer in 
2017, its centenary year. 
As well as giving talks 
to interested groups, 
he has guided tours 
of Brookwood Military 
Cemetery, Air Forces 
Memorial at Runnymede 
and cemeteries in 
Walton on Thames as 
well as assisted people 
researching family 
members.

Esher and the Fall of Cardinal Wolsey 

Cardinal Wolsey fell from power in 1529 when he failed to secure the 
annulment of the King’s marriage for Henry VIII. He was ordered to 
go to his episcopal residence at Esher. 

There, he received notification of Henry’s pardon and began the last 
year of his life. This talk looks at what happened at Esher and why 
barely twelve months later, instead of returning to power as it seemed 
he might, Wolsey died facing accusations of treason.

Glenn Richardson is Professor of Early Modern History at St Mary’s 
University, Twickenham. He is a Fellow of the Royal Historical Society 
and of the Society of Antiquaries. In 2020 he published Wolsey, a 
biography of the cardinal. He is also the 
author of The Field of Cloth of Gold (2013 
and 2020).

Professor Glenn Richardson
Wednesday 11 October 2023 
7.30pm

Graham Grist
Thursday 9 November 2023  
7.30pm
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50 YEARSof Royston Pike lectures 

1974  –  2 0 24

Celebrating

50 Years of Royston 
Pike lectures

Royston Pike was a local historian and 
a key figure of the former ‘Esher Urban 
Council’ who relayed his vast knowledge 
of local history to audiences through 
numerous lectures and books.

He moved to Hinchley Wood in 1932 and soon after founded the 
Hinchley Wood Residents’ Association with a group of community-
oriented neighbours. Three years later, he was elected to the old 
Esher Council as a member of the Thames Ditton ward. He served 
the council for 33 years and was twice elected its chairman.

Royston Pike, the editor:

From an early age, Royston Pike 
discovered a passion for writing, fuelled by 
his interest in social and economic history. 

He carved himself a successful career, 
working as an editor for large publishing 
companies such as World Illustrated, Hutchinson Group, 
Amalgamated Press and World Digest.

Once retired, he occasionally contributed to the columns of local 
Elmbridge newspapers, delighting his readership with accounts of 
local life, past and present. 

Royston Pike, the author

In his early 20s while employed by a small publishing company, 
Royston Pike ran a discussion circle at Conway Hall in the 
evenings, attracting distinguished figures like mathematician, 
philosopher and logician Bertrand Russell, scientist J B S Haldane 
and political theorist and economist Harold Laski.

These pioneers might have inspired Royston Pike to develop his 
own literary works to depict the story of religion and economic 
developments through time. They probably also instilled in him the 
idea of the lecture series he would launch in the future.

Several of Royston Pike books achieved success: “Encyclopaedia 
of Religion and Religions”(1958), “Finding out about the Assyrians” 
(1963) and “Mohammed: Founder of the Religion of Islam” (1969). 

In 1966, his “Human Documents of the Industrial Revolution in Britain” 
received wide acclaim, and was followed by “Britain’s Prime Ministers” 
(1968) and “Human Documents of the Lloyd George Era” (1972). 

In later life, he turned to more local topics of interest and wrote his 
own accounts of local history including the Story of Elmbridge.

In May 1975, Elmbridge Council published his “Esher – The Story 
of a Council 1895-1974”.
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Royston Pike – Councillor and Community Champion

Royston Pike embodied the ideals of public service to the local 
community. His work and writing on the workings of the council 
reflect the traditions of English local government.

During his time at Esher Council, Royston Pike was involved in 
many aspects of council life but was most closely identified with 
the Library Committee. He improved and expanded the services, 
oversaw the building of Molesey Library and announced plans for 
The Dittons Library just before retiring in 1968. 

(photo courtesy of Esher District Local History Society)

Royston Pike originally introduced the ‘Esher Library Lectures’, 
an annual series of 12 to 14 talks at King George’s Hall and as 
president of the Esher District Local History Society, encouraged 
local history activities. 

In 1974, Elmbridge Borough Council changed the title to the 
‘Royston Pike Lectures’ in appreciation of his 20 years’ work  
on the Library Committee. 

50 years on, the Royston Pike Series still 
entertains local audiences with its variety  
of topics, ranging from history and nature  
to travels and adventures

Our grateful thanks to Elmbridge Museum for their help with researching Royston Pike’s biography.



Humanitarian Vision

Humanitarian Vision is a visual introduction to the inspirational work 
done around the world by agencies and charities that specialise 
in humanitarian assistance and long-term development projects. 
Uplifting and insightful, this presentation includes images from 
Cambodia, Mongolia, Laos and Indonesia shot on assignment for 
Oxfam, Save the Children, UNICEF and many other organisations.  
From rural education to basic healthcare and the provision of clean 
water, this is an opportunity to engage with proud communities whose 
lives are so different to our own.

Jim Holmes is a professional documentary photographer and a 
fellow of the Royal Geographical Society. He has lived and worked 
around the world for almost 40 years and assignments have taken 
him to over 60 countries. Making S.E. Asia his home for over 20 
years, he used 
this base to work 
on documentaries 
that explored 
forgotten issues, 
from unexploded 
ordnance left over 
from the Vietnam 
War to the region’s 
most enigmatic 
waterway, the mighty 
river Mekong.  

Jim Holmes
Thursday 8 February 2024 
7.30pm
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Gertrude Jekyll:  A Pioneer Spirit

Gertrude Jekyll (1843-1932), was a talented artist, photographer, 
plantswoman and garden designer. This talk looks at her life and 
explores her designs and some surviving gardens, including her 
home at Munstead Wood, near Godalming. The house at Munstead 
Wood was designed by the young Edwin Lutyens and the surrounding 
garden became a place for Jekyll to experiment with plant form, 
texture and colour. After many years in private ownership, the house 
and garden have recently been acquired by the National Trust.

Cherrill Sands is a Garden Historian with an MA in the Conservation  
of Landscapes, Parks & Gardens. She has been engaged as 
Historical Consultant at Painshill Landscape Garden in Surrey since
2004. As a freelance speaker she presents talks throughout the UK 
and abroad on garden history and theatre studies. Cherrill is a former 
Chair of the educational 
charity Surrey Gardens 
Trust and remains a member 
of their Research Team. 
She enjoys discovering the 
endless variety of gardens 
around the world and all 
aspects of garden history 
and design - while trying to 
impose some order on her 
own patch of ground at home.

Cherrill Sands
Thursday 7 March 2024 
7.30pm
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Children of the Titanic

When the Titanic set sail for New York on 10th April 1912 there were 
2214 people on board; around 112 passengers were children. The 
Titanic hit an iceberg and sank on 15th April 1912. Over 1500 people 
perished. Around 50 children died – all but one were travelling third 
class. Their stories are fascinating and profoundly moving. To mark 
the 112th anniversary of the sinking of the Titanic, David Lawson 
Lean will be sharing testimonies, reports and images pertaining to the 
Titanic’s youngest passengers.

David Lawson Lean is drama teacher, director, actor, playwright and 
storyteller, who uses history as the inspiration for much of his work. 
In 2012, on the 100th anniversary of the sinking, David Lawson 
Lean produced a theatre production telling the story of some of the 
children who were on board the Titanic. He conducted a considerable 
amount of research on the short lives of those who perished and what 
became of the young survivors. This research now forms the basis of 
a talk which is dedicated to their memory.

David Lawson Lean
Thursday 11 April 2024 
7.30pm
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