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Royston Pike lecture series 2022–2023 
Edgar Royston Pike, formerly Chairman of the Esher Council, 
introduced the ‘Esher Library Lectures’ in the late sixties.  
In 1974, Elmbridge Borough Council changed the title of these 
lectures to the ‘Royston Pike Lectures’ in appreciation of his  
20 years’ work on the Library Committee.

This season, all the lectures will be held at Riverhouse Barn Arts 
Centre, Manor Road, Walton-on-Thames KT12 2PF and start at 
7.30pm on the dates shown in this programme.

Tickets are £3 per person and will be available on the door.  
They can also be booked online at riverhousebarn.co.uk.  
To book, use the What’s On link to the event calendar. 
 
For further information, please call Leisure, Cultural and Environmental 
Services on 01372 474 568 or email arts@elmbridge.gov.uk
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A very secret war: bugging the Nazis  
in WWII 

During WW2, British intelligence bugged the conversations of 
thousands of German prisoners-of-war at three stately houses: 
Latimer House, Wilton Park in Buckinghamshire, and Trent Park in 
North London. Hitler’s Generals, captured on the battlefields, were 
housed in luxurious conditions and lulled into a false sense of security, 
giving away Hitler’s most closely guarded secrets.The secret listeners 
never spoke about their work, not even to their families. They not only 
shortened the war but helped toward the victory on VE Day. 

Historian Dr Helen Fry has written over 25 books on the Second  
World War, British intelligence, espionage and the secret war. 
Her latest acclaimed books include ‘The Walls have Ears’ (Daily 
Mail 2019 top 8 books) and ‘Spymaster: The Man who Saved MI6’ 
(Waterstones 2021 top history books and Daily Mail top biographies). 
On TV, Helen has 
appeared in Channel 
4 documentaries 
‘David Jason’s Secret 
Service’ and ‘Spying 
on Hitler’s Army’ and 
BBC1 ‘Home Front 
Heroes’. She is an 
ambassador for the 
National Centre for 
Military Intelligence.

Dr Helen Fry
Wednesday 14 September 
7.30pm
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Our golden treasure: the secrets of  
the magical and mystical honey bee 

After a near fatal encounter with ticks in the Surrey Hills, Dr Gerry 
was introduced to the healing venom of the honey bee and became 
an ‘Accidental Apitherapist’. She will take you on the journey through 
the evolution of the symbiotic relationship between man and the 
honey bee. Documented since neolithic times, the honey bee was 
worshiped in ancient Egypt, protected by the Druids and used as a 
medicine by Hippocrates and Aristotle along with bee venom, pollen, 
propolis and royal jelly. From sniffer bees, used to detect diseases 
and incendiary devices, Dr Gerry unveils the ancient wisdom and 
modern-day research revealing the secrets of the mystical honey bee. 
Gerry will also tell you which beautiful plants you can grow to attract 
this golden treasure to your garden.

Dr Gerry Brierly is a 
multi-award-winning 
inventor, innovator and 
author of The Secrets 
of Hope the Honey Bee. 
Gerry enjoys sculling, 
archaeology, wild 
foraging and dowsing. 
She is also a qualified 
pilot and a Druid.

Dr Gerry Brierly 
Wednesday 12 October 
7.30pm
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Antarctic dreams

Packed into a small ex-Russian spy ship, and accompanied by 
some of the region’s top geologists and climate scientists, geologist 
and explorer David Edwards immersed himself in this beautiful, 
thought provoking and precious wilderness. As well as capturing 
stunning images of the landscape and wildlife, Dave also retraced 
part of Shackleton’s epic journey across South Georgia. Antarctica 
has gripped our imagination for hundreds of years and has inspired 
artists, scientists, explorers and naturalists for generations. David 
explores why this very special place is still relevant today. 

David studied geology at Edinburgh University and has since worked 
as a geology tutor on the island of Arran, for the Grand Canyon 
National Park and for the Royal Geographical Society as an expedition 
advisor. He has explored Monserrat, Victoria BC’s Pacific seafloor, 
Antarctica, Botswana, and takes geological groups to Iceland and 
Italy’s Bay of Naples. He tutors two university courses. 

David was awarded Honorary 
Fellowship of the Royal Scottish 
Geographical Society and is a Fellow 
of the Royal Geographical Society 
and the Higher Education Academy. 
He has contributed to BBC Radio 4’s 
‘Excess Baggage’ travel show.

David Edwards  
Wednesday 16 November 
7.30pm
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Approach to mental health - out of sight,  
out of mind? The history of Surrey’s 
mental hospitals, 1700 - c.1990

Considering the contemporary focus on the well-being of our mental 
health, what was the approach in the past?  Using the records of 
Surrey’s earliest private asylums, county institutions at Springfield, 
Brookwood and Netherne, the ‘Epsom Cluster’ of Horton, Long 
Grove, The Manor, St Ebba’s and West Park hospitals, as well as 
charitable foundations like Royal Earlswood, Redhill and Holloway 
Sanatorium at Virginia Water, this illustrated talk uses medical 
archives and historic photographs to uncover the hidden stories of 
patients, discuss changing approaches to treatment, and explore 
daily life in a psychiatric institution over three centuries.  

Julian Pooley is Public Services 
and Engagement Manager at 
Surrey History Centre, Woking, 
and rescued the records of 
Surrey’s psychiatric and learning 
disability hospitals when they 
closed in the 1990s. He is a Fellow 
of the Society of Antiquaries and 
Honorary Visiting Fellow at the 
Centre for English Local History  
at the University of Leicester.

Julian Pooley
Wednesday 15 February 2023 
7.30pm
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The life and times of Edith Cavell 

Edith Cavell (1865-1915) was a British nurse, working in German-
occupied Belgium during the First World War. She helped hundreds 
of British, French and Belgian soldiers escape the Germans and was 
arrested, tried and executed in 1915. Melanie’s fully illustrated talk 
explores the story of the British heroine and is based on regular visits 
to Brussels to research the hospitals and homes where Edith worked 
in her nursing career, as well as the place of her execution. The talk 
is illustrated by photographs of existing artefacts of Edith’s life. 

Melanie Gibson-Barton BSc (Hons) 
is an experienced professional 
public speaker.  She lives in 
Kent and provides talks across 
the South-East. Melanie also 
has national and international 
audiences online. She has an 
increasing repertoire of 17 talks 
inspired by her experiences living 
in Belgium and her expanding 
interests. In recent years, 
organisations, such as the Society 
of Friends of Canterbury Cathedral 
have commissioned her talks for 
commemoration events.     
www.toonstelling.com

Melanie Gibson-Barton BSc (Hons)
Wednesday 15 March 2023 
7.30pm
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A grandmother’s legacy 170 year  
old cookbook

An ancient family heirloom of a cookbook leads Jenny on a journey  
of discovery. This book created by her great grandmother in 1844  
in Madras uncovers a story of social life, culture, etiquette and  
habits.  This talk tells us much more than a history book. Drawing  
out information gathered within the pages of this inanimate object, 
Jenny brings to life five generations of a family who were living  
during the days of the British Raj.  

Jenny Mallin is a Berkshire-based public speaker and an  
award-winning author for her ‘Best in World’ cookbook memoir  
“A Grandmother’s Legacy”.  She has explored the history of her 
ancestors from her early days in television production at the BBC  
and through 30 research trips to India.  

She was recently interviewed by Jenni Murray on BBC’s Woman’s 
Hour and has been featured in ‘The Lady’, ‘Who do you think you are?’ 

And Waitrose 
and Sainsbury’s 
magazines. Jenny 
also teaches her 
family’s cuisine  
at cookery 
schools, including 
Denman College  
in Oxford.

Jenny Mallin
Wednesday 19 April 2023 
7.30pm
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