
Four spotted 

chaser 

 

 

 

 

When: May - 

August 

Where: Shallow 

pools and lakes 

with plenty of 

emergent 

vegetation and 

open water. Look 

around the twin bog 

pools at the edge of 

Longy Down, or on 

the pool opposite 

Black Pond by the 

dam. 

 

 

 

Damsels and dragons on the commons 
 
The Esher Commons are renowned for their rich assemblage of dragonfly and damselfly species (scientific name Odonata). At least 29 different 
species of this beautiful family of insects have been documented here, including nationally scarce species such as the small red damselfly, and 
brilliant emerald. 
 
Dragonflies and damselflies were some of the very first insects to evolve, around 300 million years ago, and those which we see today are relatively 
physically unchanged from their ancient ancestors but are now much smaller. 
 
The different species of Odonata all have unique habitat requirements for their lifecycles. The diverse range of aquatic habitats found on the 
commons provide these different conditions, so many different species can be observed within a small area. 
 
Dragonflies and damselflies are not nectar feeding insects, but are carnivorous, hunting for smaller insects to eat. Their larvae spend their lives 
underwater, and in their final larval stage they crawl onto emergent vegetation where they undergo a final moult and emerge as beautiful winged 
adults. 
 
Look out for these colourful, striking insects around the commons. Here is a selection of them, and when and where to spot them. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Downy emerald 

dragonfly 

 

When: early May - 

August 

Where: the edges of 

Black Pond near trees. 

Sit and watch from the 

bench at the southwest 

edge of the pond. They 

are fast moving but 

repeat the same route 

around the water’s 

edge. 

Red eyed 
damselfly 
 

 
 
When: early May - 
Sept 
 
Where: found on a 
variety of slow 
moving rivers, 
canals and lakes, 
and here on Esher 
Common, the 
vegetated fringes 
of Black Pond are 
a good spot to 
look for them. 
Check water lily 
leaves where 
territorial males 
stand guard and 
chase away 
intruders. 
 
 

Small red 

damselfly 

 

When: mid May - 

early Sept 

Where: this species is 

similar to the large red 

damselfly but is 

smaller, has red legs 

instead of black, and 

is much rarer, being a 

specialist of boggy 

heathland. It breeds in 

warm, shallow pools. 

Search for it on the 

bog pools on the wet 

heath areas of Esher 

Common, including 

near Black Pond.  

Brilliant emerald 

dragonfly 

 

When: mid-May -

Aug/Sept 

Where: This species 

occupies the same 

sort of habitat as the 

downy emerald, and 

looks similar. Both 

species can be seen 

darting along the 

shady edges of Black 

Pond near 

vegetation, but the 

brilliant emerald 

emerges later in the 

season. The brilliant 

emerald is less hairy, 

and a brighter 

metallic green colour.  

Willow emerald 
damselfly 

 

When: June - Nov 

Where: this is a very 

recent coloniser in the 

UK, first recorded in 

2009. Its range has 

expanded quickly 

westwards and has 

recently been seen on 

the Elmbridge 

Commons. Look for it 

sitting on leaves of trees 

overhanging /fringing the 

edges of ponds, such as 

at Chequers Pond on 

West End Common. 

Other emerald damselfly 

species look similar, but 

the willow emerald has 

large pale wing spots 

and no blue colouration. 

Keeled skimmer 

 

When: May – Sept 

Where: the keeled 

skimmer lives on 

pools and streams on 

acidic boggy 

heathland. A good 

place to watch them 

is from the boardwalk 

onto the wet heath at 

the southern edge of 

the common near to 

Sandy Lane, where 

they can be seen 

resting on heather 

plants. 

Broad bodied chaser 

 

When: May – Sept 

Where: the broad bodied 

chaser is a stout dragonfly, 

and is found on a variety of 

ponds and lakes. It can be 

one of the first dragonfly 

species to take up 

residence at newly created 

ponds. Look out for it at A3 

pond near the East road 

bridge, and around Black 

Pond.  

Migrant hawker 

 

When: late June - Nov 

Where: This is another fairly 

recent coloniser in the UK, first 

recorded here in 2003. It 

emerges later in the dragonfly 

flight season, and can often be 

found quite distance away from 

water, as they like to hunt 

around hedges and trees. Look 

out for them resting on low 

vegetation in especially insect – 

rich areas like heathland 

around Black Pond.  
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Golden ringed 

dragonfly 

 

When: late May - August 

Where: look out for this 

dragonfly hunting over 

heathland on Longy 

Down. This species 

breeds in acidic bog 

pools, ditches and 

streams. 

Black darter 

 

When: mid June -

Sept 

Where: this small 

darter is an acid 

bog/wet 

heathland/moorland 

dwelling species. 

On Esher Common 

it can be seen 

around the 

boardwalk onto the 

wet heath at the 

southern edge of 

the common near to 

Sandy Lane, and 

around the damp 

heath at the eastern 

edge of Black Pond. 

 

 

 


