
 

Management works on Esher Common 
Autumn 2021 - Questions and Answers  
 
 
We are currently carrying out thinning works on areas of Esher common as part of our  
25-year management plan with the Forestry Commission; and in compliance with their 
best practice guidelines to thin woodland every 25 to 30 years. 
 

Why do we carry out thinning works?   
 

• To ensure that the variety of habitats we have locally are maintained in a healthy 
condition  

• To improve light penetration to encourage the growth of native young saplings and 
a wide variety of flora through natural regeneration  

• To provide the best biodiversity opportunities for the wildlife and amenity for 
residents. 

 

Why do we need to remove non-native/invasive species from our woodland 
areas? 
 

• To allow native plants and trees to grow and flourish across the common. 

• To give remaining native trees the opportunity to grow and develop fully ensuring 
a healthy woodland for the benefit of future generations. 

• To benefit biodiversity through insect life and small mammals 
 

What do we leave the brash* on site after the thinning works have been 
carried out? 
 
 

• Brash is an important component. Together with standing dead wood, it forms the 
habitat for much of the insect life in the area 

• The variety of insects found on Esher commons contribute to its status of Site of 
Special Scientific interest (SSSI). It is therefore crucial to keep the brash on site to 
break down for those species to thrive 

 
*In felled areas, brash consists of the tops and small branches that are not merchantable. 



 

 

 

 
Why do the sites look so messy during thinning works? 
 

• We deliberately leave debris and brash on site to create habitats to sustain local 
wildlife 

However: 

• We will mulch some areas of rhododendron (which are non-native invasive plants) 
to help break down the vegetation. 

• We are keeping main paths open during the works and they will remain open 
afterwards. 

 

What about the damage made by heavy machinery? 
 

• The damage may seem brutal, but regeneration soon follows. The rate of growth 
is such that within 2 years, small shrubs and vegetation will nearly entirely cover 
the ground 

• Any damage made to the main paths will be repaired to ensure they are 
accessible to visitors. 

 
Management works will proceed until the end of November 2021. 
 
For further information, please email countryside@elmbridge.gov.uk  
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