
Elmbridge Public Halls FAQs 
 

Background 
As part of the response to the pandemic outbreak of COVID-19, the 4 Public Halls 
(Elmgrove, Vine Hall, Elmgrove Hall and the Playhouse) closed to the public on 21 
March 2020 in line with government guidance and remain closed today. This will be 
reviewed every 2 months (next review at the end of January) but given the updated 
‘three tier system’ restrictions, social distancing and infection rates it is anticipated the 
halls are unlikely to open for some time. Even when the halls do re-open there is no 
guarantee that all the previous hirers will all return. 
 
There are a large number of other halls for hire within the borough including many 
schools, church halls, Elmbridge Centres for The Community and many other 
voluntary sector clubs and organisation premises. Given the relatively low take up of 
Vine Hall and Elmgrove Hall, and the ongoing costs to the Council there is a risk that 
the Council are competing in a saturated marketplace and taking business away from 
the voluntary sector or our own facilities. 
 

What about King Georges Hall?  
It is the intention for the hall to continue to be operated as a community hall and to be 
managed by the King Georges Hall trustees from August 2021. For the time being, the 
hall will remain closed to the public due to the ongoing social distancing restrictions. 
 

What about the Playhouse?  
Under the current COVID restrictions the ability for the Playhouse to operate fully and 
for the Playhouse Users to arrange productions is severely limited. Sadly, the venue 
will remain closed for now, but will be kept under review with latest Arts Council COVID 
guidance for user groups to host rehearsals and live performances. Regular updates 
will be provided through the Playhouse Users group. Further discussions are ongoing 
about management of the facility beyond August 2021 with the council continuing to 
explore options for a replacement Playhouse in the longer term. 
 

Why does Vine Hall need so much money spent on it? 
Vine Hall would not be suitable for any long-term tenancy on the basis that significant 
capital expenditure would be necessary to address the extensive work required to the 
building and to meet the Council’s aspiration of being carbon neutral by 2030. The 
cost of this could be upwards of £200,000, summarised as follows: 
 

Preliminaries/surveys                                     £13,000 
Building fabric works                                      £92,000 
Mechanical and electrical                               £10,000 
Energy efficiency improvements                    £45,000 
Resurfacing car park and drainage repairs    £25,000 
Contingency                                                   £15,000 
Total                                                               £200,000 
 



How much does it cost to manage the public halls? 
The total net cost for maintaining the 4 public halls (Elmgrove, Vine Hall, King Georges 
Hall and the Playhouse) for 2019/20 is £309k. Within that sum, Places Leisure are 
paid £95,110 for the cleaning, caretaking upkeep and booking of the 4 halls. 

 
How much is Vine Hall used? 
Prior to lockdown, Vine Hall was used 40% of the available time over the preceding 
12 months with 11 regular hirers and generated £31,987 income. 
Regular hirers 

Dance (Mon & Thurs) 
Fitness (weds) 
Irish dancing (sat) 
Maths (Mon & Tues) 
Zumba (Tues, Thurs, Fri & Sun) 
Music rehearsal (Mon) 
Fitness class (Weds) 
Music Theatre (Weds) 
Childs music (Thurs) 
Karate (Mon, Tues & Fri) 
Pilates (Mon, Tues & Sun) 

 

How much is Elmgrove Hall used? 
Prior to lockdown, Elmgrove was used approximately 52% of the available time over 
the preceding 12 months with 8 regular hirers that generated £30,162.96 income. 
 
Regular hirers: 

Yoga (Mon, Weds, Thurs) 
Dance (Mon, Tues, Eds, Thurs & Sat) 
Karate (Sun) 
Religion (Fri) 
Zumba (Thurs) 
Child Exercise (Fri) 
Dance (Sat) 
Tai Chi (Weds) 

 
 

If the hall was easier to book\marketed better surely more people would 
use? 
The last user survey in 2017 highlighted that 85% customers were satisfied with a 
prompt response to booking enquiries within 48 hrs 
A 2019 non-user survey identified that while 87.5% respondents were aware of the 
public halls the main reasons for not using the public halls were no need to hire, 
distance to a hall, lack of time or use other venues. 5 people also responded to say 
that nothing would encourage them to use the halls more. Whilst community halls were 
once the bedrock of communities, the demand for these facilities has diminished with 
other competing demands on people’s social time. 
 



What about the Scouts behind Vine Hall? 
Any future redevelopment of the site would have to take into consideration the Scout 
Hut to the rear of the Vine Hall property and protection or re provision of their current 
facilities. As no decision has yet been taken on the way forward the Scouts have not 
yet been consulted. Any future plans for the site would involve the full engagement of 
the scouts in due course. 
 

Can the halls still be used for Polling stations? 
Vine Hall and Elmgrove Hall will be maintained as a polling station at this location for 
the May 2021 local elections while longer terms solutions are secured. 
 

Can the community come together to manage Vine Hall\ Elmgrove 
instead? 
We are committed to exploring any expressions of interest in the future use of the hall 
and/or site that might come forward and which have a viable business plan. We are 
aware of a number of views expressed that there may be interest in running the hall 
as a community-led facility and we will be pleased to consider viable proposals that 
may emerge in this regard. In the lead up to the easing of the COVID restrictions the 
Council will engage with the wider Molesey community to assess the future demand 
for the use of the hall and any proposals to run it.  
 

Nomination as an Asset of Community Value (CAV) 
Local communities are able to identify a building or other land that they believe to be 
of importance to their community’s social well-being. The aim is that, if the asset comes 
up for sale, then they will be given a fair chance to make a bid to buy it on the open 
market. If the nominated asset meets the definition of an asset of community value, 
the local authority will list it.  
 
The property can be nominated as an Asset of Community Value but there are strict 
and clear guidelines regarding the process. If the criteria are met after a period of 8 
weeks of consideration and the property is designated as CAV, then should the owner 
decide to sell at some point in the future the is a 6 week moratorium period in which 
community interest groups should decide whether they wish to bid to purchase an 
asset. 
 
At this stage community interest groups need only to express an interest in bidding. 
This will trigger a 6 months period during which a sale is not allowed, and they are 
able to prepare a bid for the asset. The owner is under no obligation to accept this bid 
and is free to dispose of their asset as they wish.  
 
Further information can be found in a further document entitled ‘Assets of Community 
Value – policy statement’, published by the Government. 
 

Future development plans (Vine Hall) 
 
As a way forward, we are recommending to the Council that we explore possible 
options for how to make best use of the Vine Hall site over the longer-term. We would 
like to make it clear that any options we consider must include a replacement 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6069/1987150.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6069/1987150.pdf


community facility, and also protect the position of the 2nd Molesey Scout Group, 
whose Scout Hut is sited at the rear of the hall.  
 
In the meantime, can we reassure residents that we want to look at how we might 
enable Vine Hall to reopen in the short-term, and we will consider any suggestions or 
expressions of interest which might come forward. We have seen suggestions that 
there may be interest in running the hall as a community-led facility and we will be 
pleased to consider any viable proposals which come forward. In the coming months 
the Council will be engaging with the wider Molesey community to assess the future 
demand for the use of the hall, and any proposals about how to run it.   
 
We are also continuing to liaise with the previous users of Vine Hall to help them 
resume their activities when they are able to do so, and we have added some 
frequently asked questions to the Council’s website. 
 


