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Elmbridge Borough Council Discretionary Grant Fund –  

Small Business Ratepayer Scheme 

1. Background 

 

1.1 On 1 May 2020 the government announced a Discretionary Grant Fund for 

Business in England as part of the government’s response to COVID 19.  The 

announcement can be found here (https://www.gov.uk/government/news/top-

up-to-local-business-grant-funds-scheme) 

 

1.2 On 13 May 2020 the government issued further guidance on the 

administration of the fund, details can be found here: 

(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/

attachment_data/file/885011/local-authority-discretionary-grants-fund-

guidance-local-government.pdf) 

 

1.3 The additional fund is aimed at business ratepayers who are small 

businesses who were not eligible for the Small Business Grant Fund or 

the Retail, Leisure and Hospitality Fund. 

 

1.4 These grants are aimed at:- 

 

• Small and micro businesses, as defined in Section 33 Part 2 of the 

Small Business, Enterprise and Employment Act 2015 and the 

Companies Act 2006. 

• Businesses with relatively high ongoing fixed property-related costs. 

• Businesses which can demonstrate that they have suffered a significant 

fall in income due to the COVID-19 crisis. 

• Businesses which occupy property, or part of a property, with a 

rateable value or annual rent or annual mortgage payments below 

£51,000. 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/top-up-to-local-business-grant-funds-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/top-up-to-local-business-grant-funds-scheme
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/885011/local-authority-discretionary-grants-fund-guidance-local-government.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/885011/local-authority-discretionary-grants-fund-guidance-local-government.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/885011/local-authority-discretionary-grants-fund-guidance-local-government.pdf


 

1.5 This scheme deals with the information required and the value of grants that 

will be awarded to business ratepayers with a rateable value, or a total 

rateable value of all business properties (hereditaments), inside and outside of 

the Borough of Elmbridge, under £51,000, who have suffered a significant fall 

in income due to the COVID-19 crisis, and are unable to access any other 

grant funding and are not in the exclusions list below.   

 

1.6 Grants under this scheme are capped at £25,000.  The next payment level will 

be £10,000, and then less than £10,000, we anticipate payments of less than 

£10,000 would be appropriate in many cases. 

 

1.7 Exclusions to eligibility based on the use of the of the property(s) at 11 March 

2020:- 

 

• Occupied for personal uses. Examples of where there may be personal 

use include private stables or rented commercial space for personal 

use. 

• Property is not rated (i.e. you was not a business ratepayer). 

• Car parks and parking spaces. 

• Advertising Rights. 

• Property used mainly as offices (white collar workers). 

• Property where more than 50% was not in use. 

• Telephone Masts (communication stations). 

• Financial services (e.g. banks, building societies, cash points, bureaux 

de change, short-term loan providers). 

• Professional services (e.g. solicitors, accountants, insurance agents/ 

financial advisers). 

• Power network operators/distribution/generation (e.g. Electricity etc.). 

• Post Office Sorting Offices. 

1.8 The council encourages ratepayers who meet the criteria and have suffered a 

loss in income of over 60% due to COVID19 in manufacturing, supply to 

retail/leisure/hospitality, event staging, coach operators, medical, brewery and 

other non-excluded usages that do not qualify for other grants to apply. 

 

2. Eligibility Criteria 

 

2.1 Only businesses who according to our records was the ratepayer in respect of 

the property on 11 March 2020 are eligible for this scheme.  Ratepayers 

registering their occupation with the council after 1 July 2020 back to 11 March 

2020 will not be eligible. 

 



 

2.2 The property must have been occupied on, and remained occupied 

continuously since, 11 March 2020.  For the avoidance of doubt, property 

closed temporarily due to the governments’ advice on COVID19 will be 

treated as occupied for the purpose of this scheme. 

 

2.3 Companies that are in administration, are insolvent or where a striking-off 

notice has been made are not eligible for funding under this scheme. 

 

2.4 The business must be a ratepayer in Elmbridge.  The rateable value, or a total 

rateable value of all business properties, inside and outside of the Borough of 

Elmbridge, must be less than £51,000 as at 11 March 2020. 

 

2.5 This grant funding is for businesses that are not eligible for other support 

schemes. Businesses which have received cash grants from any central 

government COVID related scheme are ineligible for funding from the 

Discretionary Grants Fund.  Such grant schemes include but are not limited to: 

 

• Small Business Grant Fund 

• Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant 

• The Fisheries Response Fund 

• Domestic Seafood Supply Scheme (DSSS) 

• The Zoos Support Fund  

• The Dairy Hardship Fund 

You must declare any support given by Central Government or another 

government organisation (including Local Authorities) when submitting an 

application. 

2.6 The total headcount of staff employed by the ratepayer must be less than 50. 

 

2.7 Evidence of a significant fall in income of over 60% will be required to qualify 

for a grant, using appropriate bank statements. 

 

2.8   The use of the property is not excluded as set out in Section 1. 

 

3. Grants 

 

3.1 The maximum grant payable under this scheme is £25,000.  The next payment 

level will be £10,000, and then less than £10,000.  

 

3.2 Grants of £25,000 will only be considered if the scheme number of applications 

compared to available funding allow.  The council anticipates that the scheme 

numbers may be high in which case the maximum grant will be £10,000.  We 

anticipate payment of less than £10,000 would apply in many cases.  



 

 

3.3 The amount of funding made available by government is limited and therefore the 

grant amounts will depend on the number of applicants.  The council will look to 

operate multiple levels of grants based on the total rateable value of all properties 

where the business is the ratepayer.  Where the total rateable value is less than 

£15,000, the maximum possible grant is £10,000, although we anticipate the 

number of applicants to result in grants being less than this amount. 

 

3.4 The rateable value(s) used will be those in force on 11 March 2020. 

 

3.5 Any changes to the rating list (rateable value or to the property) after 11 March 

2020 including changes which have been backdated to this date will be 

ignored for the purposes of eligibility. 

 

3.6 In cases where it was factually clear to the Council on 11 March 2020 that the 

rating list was inaccurate on that date, we may withhold the grant and/or 

award the grant based on our view of who would have been entitled to the 

grant had the list been accurate.  This entirely at our discretion and only 

intended to prevent manifest errors. 

 

3.7 Only one grant may be awarded to a business. 

 

3.8 Grants will be determined and where applicable payments made as soon as 

practicable after the closing date of the scheme. 

 

4. Fraud 

4.1 By accepting a grant payment, the business confirms that they are eligible for 

the grant scheme, including that any payments accepted will be in compliance 

with State Aid rules.  The Council and the government will not accept 

deliberate manipulation and fraud - and any business caught falsifying their 

records to gain grant money will face prosecution and any funding issued will 

be subject to claw back, as may any grants paid in error.  

4.2 The Council will use all available tools to identify potential fraud before and 

after payment, by submitting an application you are consenting for the Council 

to share the data on the application form for the purposes of validating the 

claim with any appropriate organisations.  If you do not consent to the sharing 

of the information the claim will be deemed invalid. 

5. State Aid 

5.1 Grants under this scheme are considered State Aid. Grants of £10,000 and 

under are made under the De-Minimus regulation which allows aid of up to 

200,000 euros (approx. £180,000) over a 3-year period. Grants of £25,000 



 

(and £10,000 where the De-Minimus limit has been reached) are made under 

the Covid-19 Temporary Framework which allows aid of up to 800,000 euros 

(approx. £700,000).  If you have received other state aid that exceeds these 

limits, you will not be able to claim a grant under this scheme. 

5.2 If the applicant or the Council become aware that the state aid limit has been 

exceeded it will be the applicant’s responsibility to return the payment to the 

Council within 14 days of discovering the limit has been exceeded. 

 

5.3 Further information on State Aid can be found at:- 

www.gov.uk/guidance/state-aid 

 

6. Additional Guidance 

6.1 Those ratepayers that were ineligible for the Small Business Grant or the 

Retail, Hospitality and Leisure Grant may be eligible for grants under this 

scheme. 

7. Funding 

 

7.1 The government are only providing limited funding to the scheme, and the 

individual elements of the scheme will be prepared to maximise the funding to 

the businesses in Elmbridge. 

 

7.2  The government have not explicitly stated that additional funding will be 

available should any Council exceed its allocation.  

 

7.3 Because of the discretionary nature of these schemes the Government and 

Elmbridge are uncertain about the number of business who would be eligible 

for these grants. 

 

7.4 Only complete applications received before midnight on 19 July 2020 will be 

considered for a grant.  It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that all 

relevant information, including evidence is provided at the time of submitting 

the application.  

 

7.5 Partially completed applications will be deemed invalid, or applications which 

do not clearly provide the information required will be deemed invalid. 

 

7.6 The Council reserves the right to reject an application if it does not meet the 

spirit of the governments grant scheme, or the criteria listed. 

 

http://www.gov.uk/guidance/state-aid


 

7.7 If government funding permits, the scheme may be extended or re-opened for 

additional applications. 

8. Right of Appeal 

 

8.1 There will be no right of appeal. 

 

8.2 A business may only challenge a grant decision on a point of law through the 

courts. 

 




