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Royston Pike Lecture Series 

Thursday 31 March, 7.30pm – Travels through Post-Soviet Romania & 
Estonia. Riverhouse Barn Arts Centre, Manor Road, Walton-on-Thames 
KT12 2PF  

Jan’s journey begins in Romania with its picturesque villages. There, you will 
explore mysterious Transylvania and the wooden churches of Maramures 
near the Ukrainian border. Your travel will then take you west into East 
Slovakia then follow the Dujanec River to Krakow. You will head off north to 
the Baltic Sea visiting Riga and finally arriving in Estonia and its islands.  
The journey ends in the beautifully preserved walled capital city of Tallinn. 
 

Jan Parsons is a former Chairman of Guildford Travel Club and she 
regularly presents there as well as at London Globetrotters, U3As, WIs, and 
other travel clubs in Surrey and beyond. She is a keen photographer and 
enjoys travelling, especially to the lesser-known countries of eastern Europe 
and the Middle East. 
 

Book online at riverhousebarn.co.uk or buy tickets at the door. £3 per 
person. 



 
   

  

Royston Pike Lecture Series 

Wednesday 27 April, 7.30pm: Riverhouse Barn Arts Centre, Manor 
Road, Walton-on-Thames KT12 2PF   

 

Starting in Samarkand, John will take you across the Pamirs to Kyrgyzstan’s 
old silk-producing city of Osh through to Kashgar, and you will explore the 
previously off-limits Taklamakan Desert. You will have a quick look at the 
Jiayuguan gate on the Great Wall, before finishing in Ürümqi, a modern 
Chinese city. These are the lands of the Uyghur people, whose lives and 
culture have been uprooted in the decades since his first visit. 

 

John has been a broadcaster with the BBC World Service and Radio 4 for 
many years. He has spoken to over 1,000 audiences in six countries, and 
holds the Royal Geographical Society’s much-coveted Ness Award for 
popularising geography and the wider understanding of the world. (More 
information at www.pilk.net).  

 
Book online at riverhousebarn.co.uk or buy tickets at the door. £3 per 
person. 

http://www.pilk.net/

